CONTRA COSTA COLLEGE

COURSE OUTLINE

ESL 195
18 Weeks

Reading and Composition for Advanced ESL Students
5 Comp Hours

Prerequisites: ESL 152, 172 and 192 or appropriate score on ESL placement test

Course Description:  This course is a composition and reading course for high-advanced ESL students.  This course includes college-level critical/analytic reading, expository writing that incorporates references to college level readings, and a documented argumentative paper.  

Course Objectives: 

At the completion of the course, students will be able to:

1.  Write essays of at least 750 words in which they 

· respond to readings

· present a clear thesis

· provide effective support for a thesis using personal experience, observations, relevant examples from readings, and logical arguments

2.  Research a topic or issue and support a position using at least four outside sources in an essay of 1000-1250 words.  Students will:

· use library and Internet research skills

· cite and document sources using proper format

3.  Evaluate, analyze, and summarize college level readings

4.  Incorporate the ideas of others through 

· summarizing

· paraphrasing

· quoting

5.  Demonstrate sufficient control of grammar, vocabulary and mechanics so that errors do not impede meaning 

Course Content:

1.  (45%)  Reading and analysis of college-level selections which develop

· vocabulary and command of advanced English syntax

· critical reading skills relevant to writing


· awareness of rhetorical structure and writing techniques

2.  (50%)  Writing exercises which focus on

· developing a clear thesis

· developing body paragraphs with clear explanations and relevant examples from reading, observations and personal experience

· incorporating the ideas of others through the use of summary, paraphrase and quotation

· writing unified, coherent paragraphs that proceed logically from one point to the next, move from general to specific or specific to general, make use of topic sentences when needed, make use of cohesive devices

· writing introductions and conclusions

· editing, proofreading, and improving language control

3.  (5%)  Library research skills                                                                                    

Methods of Instruction:

1. Instructor feedback on student writing

2. Text exercises, including reading comprehension and rhetorical analysis

3. Explicit instruction on focus, development, rhetorical styles, and grammar and mechanics as necessary

4. Pair and group discussions and feedback

5.  Library orientation

Required Texts and Materials:

1.
Textbook:  Academic Writing: Exploring Processes and Strategies by Ilona Leki 

(Cambridge University Press)

2.
Instructor-prepared materials

3.
An English-English dictionary (e.g. Longman Dictionary of English Language and Culture)

Course Expectations:

Completion of writing assignments:  5 hours per week

Completion of reading assignments and analysis of text materials:  5 hours per week

Student Assessment: 

1.
Three in-class writing assignments:

20%

2.
Three out-of-class essays


20%

3.
Research paper



20%

3.
Weekly assignments including quizzes, 


responses to readings, summaries, and 


responses to questions



15%

4.
Final Exam




25%

Grading Policy:

A letter grade will be assigned based on the following categories:  90-100% = A, 

80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D, below 60% = F.   Students who choose 

the Credit/No Credit option will receive CR for an average of 70% and above, 

or NC for an average of 69% or below.  
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